
Thomas Crickmore (or Crichmore) (ca. 1782-1822) 

 

A brief biography appears on page 459 of 'The History and Description of the 

Town and Borough of Ipswich', By G R. Clarke, published 1830. 

 

Crickmore was a self-taught telescope builder who moved from Beccles to 

Ipswich in 1809. He had premises in New Street, Ipswich. 

 

'On the Light of the Cassegrainian Telescope, Compared with That of the 

Gregorian', Henry Kater, Phil. Trans. R. Soc. Lond. vol. 103, pg. 206-212, 

published 1 January 1813. This Cassegrain telescope was made by Thomas 

Crickmore, of Ipswich, and had an aperture of 5 inches and was 30 inches 

'long'. 

 

'Further Experiments on the Light of the Cassegrainian Telescope Compared 

with That of the Gregorian', Henry Kater, Phil. Trans. R. Soc. Lond. vol. 104, pg. 

231-247, published 1 January 1814. The new Cassegrain telescope was also 

made by Thomas Crickmore, of Ipswich, and had an aperture of 4.9 inches. 

 

Observed a dark object crossing the Sun on 6 January 1818. (Reported in 

'Monthly Magazine or British Register' vol. 45, p. 102-3 (1 March 1818)) 

 

Letter from Capel Lofft to Crickmore 19 March 1818, 

"Dear Sir,- I am perfectly satisfied and surprised by your improvements in my 

two reflectors, the largest of them small enough to admit much so much power 

of light." (vide, 'History of Ipswich' page 459) 

 

Observed Vesta with John Bransby (q. v.) and Capel Lofft on 1 May 1818. 

(Reported in 'Monthly Magazine or British Register' vol. 45, p. 400 (1 June 

1818)) 

 

See also:- 

Second (1868) edition of T. W. Webb's 'Celestial Objects for Common 

Telescopes' p38-9 where the above solar observation is reproduced. 

 

 

References in 'The Ipswich Journal' 

 

30 June 1821, pg. 3. 

THOMAS CRICKMORE, OPTICIAN, &c. 

NEW STREET, IPSWICH 

 

Begs leave to return Thanks to his Friends for the favours he has received, and 

to inform them, that after a long interval occasioned by severe indisposition, 



and having engaged an assistant, he has re-commenced Manufacturing the 

different kinds of REFLECTING TELESCOPES, SOLAR and other 

MICROSCOPES....... 

 

2 February 1822, pg. 3. 

NOTICE TO ALL CREDITORS and DEBTORS 

ALL Persons to whom Mr. THOMAS CRICKMORE, optician, of St. Clements, in 

Ipswich, stood indebted at the time of his decease, are requested to send in 

their accounts to Mr. John Bentley, Old Butter-market, one of his assignees, 

within fourteen days from the date hereof, or they will be excluded the benefit of 

the dividend arising from the sale of his effects. And all persons who stand 

indebted to the said Mr. Thomas Crickmore, are required to pay the same 

immediately to Mr. J. Bentley. 

Ipswich, Feb. 1, 1822. 

 

8 June 1822, pg. 3 

To MECHANICAL GENTLEMEN, 

OPTICIANS, ASTRONOMERS, 

And MECHANICS in GENERAL 

-------------------------------- 

To be SOLD by AUCTION, 

Without Reserve, 

By W. SPARROW, 

On Wednesday next, the 12th June, 1822. 

THE OPTICAL, ASTRONOMICAL AND MECHANICAL IMPLEMENTS in 

TRADE of Mr. THOMAS CRICKMORE, (deceased), of New Street, Ipswich, at 

The Chequers;.........2 valuable 5 inch mirrors for a reflecting Telescope, one of 

them polished;.....an 8 inch NEWTONIAN TELESCOPE, with mahogany tube 

and iron stand, (the mirrors finished), also a 6 inch Newtonian Telescope,.....a 

telescope 12 feet long. 

The above tools will be found particularly worthy of attention of persons of 

mechanical pursuits, inasmuch as they are all of the very best  

kind, and were practically employed in the hands of one of the best and most 

ingenious mechanics of the present age. 

Catalogues to be had This Day, at Sparrow's Furniture Warehouse, Ipswich. 

The Goods to be viewed on Monday and Tuesday previous to the Sale. Sale to 

begin at Ten o'clock.  

 

27 November 1824, pg. 2 

IPSWICH MECHANICS INSTITUTE 

"Agreeably to the advertisement a public meeting was held on Tuesday 

evening, on the Town-Hall, for the purpose of establishing this Institution. 

 

Mr. Bayley adverted next to our own town. A late resident in this place, from 



the humble occupation of a journeyman weaver, rose partly by his genius, and 

partly by study, to great eminence as an optician; and the speculums of 

Crickmore are in high estimation; by these and other improvements in the 

construction of telescopes, this ingenious mechanic added much to the science 

of astronomy" 

 

 

Suffolk Record Office holding IC/AA1/242/50 is the original will of Thomas 

Crickmore (but it only states that he is an 'optician' and that he leaves his estate 

to his wife, Anna Lindsey Crickmore). 

 

 

 


