
William Wakeling Boreham J.P. F.R.A.S. 

Was born 3rd March 1804 in Haverhill Suffolk and was one of six children born to Joseph and Eleanor 

(nee Wakeling). 

The Will of Joseph described him as a Brewer, Malster and Farmer of Haverhill, occupations that his 

son William Wakeling was eventually going to follow.  Joseph established a Brewery in Haverhill 

during 1809.  

Not much is known of William’s early life although we know that he was educated in Saffron 

Walden, Essex, displaying a talent for mathematics and music and then followed his father’s 

footsteps in the brewery business. At the age of 31 years he married Jane Chalklen Long on the 1st 

of October 1835 at Holy Trinity Church in Islington Middlesex. It is likely that William met Jane whilst 

working at a Brewery, in Islington, that he owned in Partnership. However the partnership firstly 

with George Prior in the Highbury Brewery was dissolved in 1831 and then with Stanley Stokes in 

1835. William and Jane then moved to Ardwick in Lancashire to continue in the Brewery trade 

forming a partnership with Charles Samson in the Sun Brewery. However this partnership was 

dissolved some years later in 1842. 

It was whilst in Ardwick that William and Jane had three of their seven children. Anne Emily, 1838 

Jane 1839, Eleanor 1842. They had moved back to Haverhill by 1844 where they had a further three 

children, William Chalklen 1846, Walter Long 1849, Reginald Thorpe 1855. 

By the mid 1800’s the Boreham dynasty was to become one of the most important, influential family 

in Haverhill during the first half of the nineteenth century. William Wakeling Boreham himself was 

becoming a very prominent person and benefactor to the town. 

 

In 1864 William succeeded his father Joseph as owner of the Haverhill Brewery, but his influence in 

the town started much earlier. In 1845 he formed the Haverhill Library and also the Lecture Society. 

By 1854 he was treasurer of a Savings Bank. In 1857 he had erected a new Corn Exchange and also 

the Court house where County Court and Petty sessions were held. William was also a J.P. and 

therefore probably sat here in judgement. He was also on the committee of the St. Mary’s Parish 

Church and by 1865 his wealth was beyond that of a brewer. He was now listed as a brewer, 

maltster, spirit merchant, farmer and land owner.  

William was a believer of education (all three of his boys went to Charterhouse) and in 1873 he 

helped form the School Board, of which he was chairman until his death in 1886. The School Board 

organised the building of the Cangle School in Haverhill which housed 600 children and William laid 

the foundation stone in 1876. Interestingly at the time he was also wanted to encourage young girls 

to have a good education equal to the boys. In 1884 he presented the school with a turret clock 

which is still working today.  

William loved all things science and also the arts; in fact in 1861 he was elected as a member of the 

Society of Arts. He was also interested in archaeology and took part in several digs and excavations, 

most noticeably the excavation of the Coombe Anglo Saxon burial ground in Kent, several artefacts 

of which were found can be seen in Saffron Walden and British Museum. 



His main passion however was astronomy. He was known to have had an astronomical observatory 

containing a 6” equatorial mounted refractor telescope at his house, the Mount in Haverhill where 

he devoted himself to study comets and minor planets. He became a fellow of the Royal Society of 

Astronomy on the 11th of April 1845 and gave many lectures on the subject as well as submitting the 

results of his observations to the Royal Astronomical Society, many of which were published in the 

‘Monthly Notices’. 

William retired as a brewer in 1885 and died a year later at the age of 82 years in 1886, his personal 

estate valued at £36,097 15s 3d. 

After the death of his son Walter Long Boreham in 1890 his daughter in law Mary Oliver Alsop 

Dabney, in addition to several rare books previously owned by William Wakeling Boreham,  

presented William’s telescope, fully mounted with copper dome and £25.00 towards expenses of 

placing the telescope to Newnham College Cambridge. There is no makers name on the telescope; 

the objective however is known to have been made by Carl Kellner, a distinguished optical 

instrument maker of Wetstar, in  Hesse in 1854. Newham is an all-women’s college. She had no ties 

with the college; Walter went to Christ College Cambridge, so did she bequest it to Newham 

knowing her Father in Law’s passion to offer good education equally to girls? This telescope still sits 

in the grounds of the college. 
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