
Baxendell, Joseph [Snr.] (1815-1887), born at Bank Top, Manchester, later lived at the Observatory, 

Birkdale, Southport. Largely self-taught, he became a very competent mathematician. After years at 

sea, he came ashore and became an estate agent. His observing logs showed that he observed 

regularly throughout the period 1836 to 1888. First with his friend Robert Worthington of Crumpsall 

Old Hall, they erected the Crumpsall Observatory, where the speculae for the 13-inch reflector he 

cast, ground and polished himself. He observed there until 1877 with two reflectors and with smaller 

achromatic refractors then available.  

In 1859 he was appointed Astronomer to the Manchester Corporation, his responsibility to give time 

to the city. In 1865 Baxendell married Mary Anne, the sister of Norman Pogson, astronomer, and they 

had one son. They lived in Birkdale, Southport. In 1871 he was appointed Superintendent of a 

Meteorological Observatory built in Hesketh Park, Southport, given by John Fernley. 

 

In 1877 Baxendell erected his own observatory at his home 14 Liverpool Road, Birkdale, and 

resumed his observations of variables with a 6-inch Cooke refractor. This instrument, a transit, 

sidereal chronometer, were loaned by Thomas S. Bazley of Hatherop Castle, Fairford, 

Gloucestershire, who also paid for the removal and for the new Observatory. For some years he was 

assisted by his son Joseph. Baxendell’s observations of 23 long-period variables were published in 

1912. Altogether he discovered 18 new variable stars, and observed many others with reflecting 

telescopes. Also a meteorologist of some renown, in 1884 he was elected FRS without having sought 

that honour. 

After his death Joseph’s son (also Joseph Baxendell F.R.Met.Soc.) became Superintendent aged only 

18 and remained in post until his retirement some 60 years later. Joseph was well known in 

meteorological circles and was a Vice-President of the Royal Meteorological Society. At the same 

time the Baxendell family agreed to donate the Cooke observatory and Baxley telescope to the 

Southport Department of Education and placed it in the Hesketh Park Observatory where it is still in 

use to-day by school children and members of the public from time to time [Managed by members of 

the Southport Astronomical Society]. Note by Michael Dow BA, 18 January 2012 on ‘Listed 

Buildings: Astronomy Observatory, Southport’ website (ODNB Obit., MNRAS, 48, 4 (1888), 157-60; 

Turner 1907 ). 
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