
Capel Lofft (1751-1824) 

 

Born: 14 November 1751, Boswell Court, Carey Street, London. 

Married 1: 20 August 1778, Ann Emlyn (??-1801), New Windsor, Berks, 

daughter of Henry Emlyn, architect. Said to be a pupil of James Ferguson. [The 

Monthly Magazine; or, British Register, vol. 12, p. 270-1] 

Married 2: 10 March 1802 at St Benedict's, Cambridge, Sarah Watson Finch 

(1780–1855), second daughter of Joseph Finch, merchant of Cambridge. [The 

Monthly Magazine; or, British Register, vol. 13, p. 300] 

Died: 26 May 1824, Moncalieri, Italy. [The Monthly Magazine; or, British 

Register, vol. 57, p564] 

 

Lofft was educated at Eton College and Peterhouse College, Cambridge. 

Professionally he was a lawyer and was called to the bar as a member of 

Lincoln’s Inn in 1775. He was a political free-thinker. Following the death of his 

father and an uncle Lofft inherited the Troston Hall Estate, near Bury St. 

Edmunds, Suffolk. On 23 April 1800 he displeased the legal authorities when 

he defended a young female servant who had been accused of stealing 40/- 

(£2) from her employer. Having lost a case he thought he should have won, 

Lofft accompanied the girl to the gallows in Bury St. Edmunds. It was raining at 

the time and Lofft used his umbrella to shelter her. As a result of his actions he 

was barred from practicing law. Later in 1815 he attempted to serve a writ of 

habeas corpus on the British government on behalf of the defeated Napoleon 

Bonaparte. In 1818 he left the UK to travel through Europe and died in 

Moncalieri, Piemonte, Italy in 1824. [paraphrased from Wikipedia article on 

Capel Lofft] 

 

John Bransby dedicated his book 'Use of Globes' to Lofft. 

 



Astronomical contributions by Capel Lofft to 

 ‘The Monthly Magazine; or, British Register' 

Year Vol Page Subject 

1797 4 101 comet observation 

  423 sunspots and lunar eclipse observation [1797 December 

3] 

1798 5 373 comet observation 

1798 6 240 Mercury, Venus and Moon observations 

  406 correction to above contribution and current visibility of 

Sunspots 

1799 7 380 transit of Mercury observation [1799 May 7] 

1799 8 895 comet observation of 1799 October 4 

  924 meteor observed at 20:35 on 1799 September 22, 

'brighter than the Moon' 

1800 9 102 complaint that a previous piece about a comet was not 

sufficiently detailed to locate it in the sky 

1801 12 192 request for information on the 'new planet' [Ceres] and 

an observation of recent large Sunspots (one a tenth the 

diameter of the Sun?) 

  481 Sunspot observation 

1802 14 375 reference to the 'Herschelian Planet' [Uranus] and 

Sunspot observation 

  479- 

80 

highly detailed report (with diagram) of a transit of 

Mercury observation [1802 November 9], also of 

asteroids and comets 

1803 15 59 reference to minor planet Ceres 

1806 20 502 measurements of solar and lunar eclipses 

1806 22 103 solar eclipse observation [1806 June 16] 

1807 24 378-9 comet observation 

1808 26 125 meteor observation 

  346-7 comet observation 

  402 above comet thought to be a nebula 

  464 meteor observation 

1809 28 244 'Herschelian Planet' [Uranus] and other planetary 

observations 

  580 meteor observation 

1810 30 122 Discussion on ‘Memoir on the spots on the Sun and his 

rotation’ by Lalande 

1811 31 410 a luminous arch seen in the sky 

  530 the comet of 1807 

1811 32 371-2 comet observation 

  546-8 comet observation 

1812 33 161 note on comets 



1812 34 409 Venus visible in daylight  

  496 constellations  

1813 35 399 letter on gravitation 

1813 36 102 Lofft is included in a list of 21 private observatory owners 

in the UK 

  499 Lofft denies that he has an observatory. Moon, 

Aldebaran and the ‘Newtonian theory’ of planetary 

revolution 

  576 solar spots 

1814 37 108 distance of the fixed stars 

1814 38 314-5 distance of the fixed stars and edgewise presentation of 

Saturn's rings 

  415 Halley's Comet, the Andromeda Nebula and the 

distance of the fixed stars 

  495 a new telescopic comet 

1815 39 101 note on comets and Sunspot observation 

1815 40 313-4 meteor observation 

  315-6 Sunspot and Mars observations 

1816 42 3 lunar eclipse observation [1816 June 9] and Sunspots 

  224 negative Sunspot observation 

  411 summary of Sunspot observations  

  442 solar eclipse observation in Latin [1816 November 19] 

  499 notes on previous eclipse observation, mentions Mr. 

Acton 

1817 44 447 note on comets 

  502-4 piece on gravitation 

1818 45 102-3 'an opaque body traversing the solar disc', mentions Mr. 

Acton and Mr. Crickmore [this observation was later 

referenced by Carrington and Webb] 

  128-9 piece on gravitation  

  208-9 piece on gravitation  

  303-4 piece on gravitation  

  399- 

400 

'on the obliquity of the ecliptic', also lunar eclipse 

observation [1818 March 20], mentions Mr. Acton, Mr. 

Bransby and Mr. Crickmore 

 

Total of 54 pieces over approximately 21 years. Lofft also made around 120 

contributions on other subjects to this publication. 

 

See also:- 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capel_Lofft 

Scanned copies of ‘The Monthly Magazine; or, British Register' can be found 

online at https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/007015899 



A scanned copy of ‘The Use of Globes' can be found online at 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=uyNYAAAAcAAJ&pg=PR1&dq=john+bra

nsby&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiZ7Nui6dHXAhXFMhoKHV1qDlcQ6AEIMD

AC#v=onepage&q&f=false 

For a short biography of Lofft see 'The History and Description of the Town and 

Borough of Ipswich', By G R. Clarke, p. 472-3, published 1830 

[https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000152809]. 

MNRAS, 1860, vol. 20 p. 194 ('On some previous Observations of supposed 

Planetary Bodies in Transit over the Sun', R. C. Carrington). 

T. W. Webb's 'Celestial Objects for Common Telescopes' (second (1868) 

edition) p. 38-9. 

ODNB article (mentions astronomy in passing among Lofft's interests) 

http://troston.suffolk.cloud/about-troston/capel-lofft/ 

 


