
Capron, John Rand (1829-1888) was born on 19th February 1829 in King Street (now Rufus 

Street), Hoxton Square, Shoreditch London. He was the son of a leather merchant. By 1841 

he had moved to Guildford and was attending the Royal Grammar School. He was living with 

his uncle John Rand, the solicitor, in Quarry Street, opposite St. Mary's Church. 

Capron's observatory was built between 1867 and 1870 at his new home on the outskirts of 

the town. No record of the constructors seems to have survived but it may have been built by 

the local firm Thomas and James Loe, who completed Capron's new home in January 

1867. Capron described owning an 8.5-inch Browning reflector mounted on an equatorial 

axis in "Nature" (vol. 3, page 28, November 10, 1870). The smallest telescope in the 

observatory was a 3.25-inch Cooke refractor which was mentioned in Capron's article in "The 

Observatory" (vol. 1, no. 7, page 216, July 1877). Capron also described owning a 6-inch 

Cooke refractor which was also mounted on an equatorial axis ("The Observatory", vol. 2, no. 

17, page 160, August 1878). At various times between 1870 and 1888 the observatory also 

housed a collection of spectroscopes, including three manufactured by John Browning and 

one by Adam Hilger, the London-based scientific instrument makers. 

Capron made many astronomical, auroral and spectroscopic observations from his 

observatory, and a few from a nearby folly, Booker's Tower. His most important (non) 

observations were probably his fruitless photographic search for the alleged Planet Vulcan 

over 21st, 22nd and 23rd March 1877 (MNRAS, vol. 37, pages 348-349, April 1877). 

Capron also viewed a number of lunar eclipses (February 27th and August 23rd, 1877), the 

transit of Saturn's shadow (September 1877) and various comets. Capron was probably best 

known for his auroral and spectroscopic work. He was admitted to the Royal Astronomical 

Society on 9th March 1877 and was elected to Council on 9th February 1883. He continued 

making astronomical observations until at least 1886, resigned from council in February 

1888 and died at Eastbourne, Sussex, on 12th November 1888. The observatory still survives, 

in very good condition, but it has proved impossible to trace any of the three telescopes or 

other scientific instruments. (Information supplied by Paul Fuller) 

http://articles.adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/nph-iarticle_query?1889MNRAS..49..159.

