Slatter’s Observatory, Ipswich

THE OBSERVATORY OF THE REV. JOHN SLATTER, F.R.A.S.

This observatory, recently erected by Mr. Slatter, was eomplotad in the
spnngofﬂloyeu-lsso It consists of one room whose size it 18 ft. 6 in. b
10 ft. 6 in. inside measure, 10 ft. 6 in. uﬂxiam being appropriated to the equa.
torial, the rest to the transit-room, of which, however, a on has been cu
off to form a porch. The roof of the equatorial room, which is of course
revolving, is octagonal ; the walls are of 9 in. brick, on which were laid octago-
nal frames of oak, which serve as the bed for the balls which su porttho
to runu Theaemkeﬁttotheirphmb ammhroukcurbmdeol
g:foea, ¢ joints of which are made to quarter with those of the frame-work

low ; the base of the roof above the balls is the exact counterpart of this
The whole of this frame-work is put together with common bed-screws anc
tightened by tonguing. The roof is of deal rafters, and winsbtpeam
trmtedpynmxd all the rafters from the angles beneath m at the angli
of a square above of which each ride is 2 ft.; this makes a zen door, hic!
is op ened from below by a string acting ona.bm lever, and the o hus

'xzolonged down the side, which is closed by one sloping door over:
Jerture The balls are four, of lignum-vitee 4} imdilMQrmd 1

by a cord and hook which fits in staples set at in the
padng round an ugnght roller, and being then brought over a lugo e
1 ft. in diameter. The motion issoeuythuunobomerﬂththemo 0
one hand can move it withont rising from his seat, but even this is rarely ne
cessary as the opening admits of following a star for at least an hour in mosf
of the aperture. The angle of the octagon that falls on the divisior
of the two rooms rests on a square brick pillar diagonally placed, behind whiel
is the clock, so that the clock can be equally well seenfmm either room ; tl
which is found a most convenient arran gement, was suggested by Mr. Johnson

The instruments are both by Simms. The meridian instrument is ar
18 in. transit-circle, which is placed on a stone table; and, with lead plates
between the iron frame and the stone, it keeps its justments with oreal
accuracy. The telescope attached to the eircle hu a focal length of28 n
with an qiertnm of somewhat more than 2 in. The cirele is read by miero
meters to 1”

The equatorial has a focal length of 7 ft. 4 in,, and a clear
49 in. It bears a power of 236 commonly, andwiththmvill:;r‘
components of any double star, which exceed 1" in distance; up to
performance is satisfactory, such stars, e.9. as « Aquile, being ly
rated. It shewed the ring of Saturn within a few hours of its dis
The deelination-circle and hour-circle attached to it are of 18 in. and 15 i
in diameter respectively, and can be read to 5" and 1s. respectivel Both._
instruments were made by Simmz. Theclocknmoldonebyh ’.

‘l‘helongiwdeaftheobeervat ory is Oh. 4m. 56:58. west, and
51° 43/ 50” north, which agrees closely with the position given in tho z
nsneemapc.-

Source: Weale 1854, 696
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