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vaLtum Potter, wusgrs |, ouns

The Cottage,
Bredog s Hardwick,
Tewkesbury,

Gloucestershire GL20 7RE,

From Sir Patrick Moore CBE, DSc, FRAS Farthings, West Street, Selsey, Sussex. PO20 9AD

kiracodously, T have one phh to,

I tooxk it sround 19371
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SIR PATRICK MOORE cgE frs
FARTHINGS. WEST STREET.
SELSEY. SUSSEX.

PO20 9AD.
TEL: 01243 603668 FAX: 01243 607237 MOB: 07887 701259

Seyut, 10
Lear lir,Potter,
T have written this, but will nnt be at all offended if vou

don t want i%t, T am sorry it is not better typed (right hanc

probiems, alas)y

I" dy have photagra phs if wanted,

Allngood wishes

Sincere.ly




BROCKHUEST: A SWALL TWENTIETH~CENTU"Y UBSERVATURY

“Patricg lioore

srogkhurst Qbservetor 7, at Bast Grins*ead in Sussex, cannot
claim to have beeng ma jor institution., Tts largest telescope was
a Bush 24-inch reflector, but most of the work was carried out wit-"

L
a. 6 / -inch refractor, and by vune man, Willia.u Sadler Franks

8
1851-1938), Yet some useful results came from it, and it deserves
to bie rewswbersd, The Llocation:: 510717 w N, 2027 F.

Tt was set up in the first decade of the twentie*h century by
F.J.Hanbury, senjor partner in the famous fira of Alian ang Panmbury,
Hanbury was very wealthy, and bought a 10vediv ,ld house on 4the
boundary between Eas*® Gr ns*ead and the viliage of Ashurst Wood
im West Sussex, e was a noted horticuituraiist, and specialized

in orchids}y His crcerid-huuses were worid-famous, and were *ended by

a large staff, The Ubservatory was set up in the grounds, and was

attractive; thers was one main bui xéing, with a diue for the
rofractor as well as a transit instrument and an observing room,
The Cuoke telescope was optically excellen*, with a conventional
faliing-weipghts drivej there was a very accurate clock, and a
sua Jl library,

As observer, Hanbury engaged W.S.Franks, who had s en born in
Newark on 26 Aywri, 1851 and had become an enthusias¥ic astronomer,
though He never atﬁsnded.University, He speciaiized in obses vati ons
¢f. star coilours, ard his first major contribution was "Catalogue
of the Colours of 3890 Stars®*® , commmnicated to the Foyal Astronomjcal
Society in L8878 by the Bev, .¥ Webb, Subsequentiy he became Diredor
of “the Star Colour Section of the Liverpoo. Astronomicar Society (then
a national ra‘*her than a Llocal organization). The Liverpool society
collapsed sudden.y, and was to all intents and puarposes succeeded by

the British Astronouical Associxz tion, founded in 1890, FPanks — 4;ipneq
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the BAA in 189, , and directed its St -~ Colour Section for some years.
Tn view of the small telescopes involved (many of then refractors)

fhe ss.immtes were surprisingly accurate, and sevesal lists were issued,
though with the rise of speciroscopy the Section faded away. Franks
retained his inte-es” in the subject, and in 4221 undertook a

1
re ision of the coiours of Suwu etars

, at the reguest ofrtha Vatican
Qbservatory. leanwhile he had spent some time as asds*tant to Tsazc
Roberts at a private observaory in Crowborough in ESussex (1892-1904)
He assisted John franxiin-Adams in the vrepara*ion of the fawmous star
wharts. and in ,1910 accep'sd Tanoory’s fnvitatinn to itake cherge at
ﬁroukhurst Ubservatory.

Franks sade his uwn progromme of observatfon - wainly concerned
with s*ar colours; various paper's were pubiisned, and in £923 the RAS
Council awarded Fi. the Jac<son-Gwiit Medai, Otherwise, Franks’® duties

were mors or ,ess limitea %o ma <ing—tho-te tascops availab,e to Hanbury’s

house gussts, of whigh *here weve wany. "he g24inch Bush refleetor was
housed in a seprate orserva’ory, but was always the secondary instrument,
and was taxken down in 19%W,

The work at Brocghuarst was not confined to star coiours; | Franks was
concerned largely with wicrometrical measuremen®s o doub.e stars, and
indeed this was probaczy the @most important contribction, Between 1914
amd 192U, in particualar, thousands of measurements were maCeg Nelther
was photography neyiected, and in fact Fraaks' last paper, pubidshed in
1930, deait with Barrard s darx nebul®.

Franks died cn .12 June 19390, at the age of eighty—five. T tz d been
observwing with hjwm, and very much to myv suarprise Hanbury invited me to
taxe charge of the Ubservatory. Zesplls —uy tender years (T was aged
fourteen)y I hope that T carried out my duties efficientiy; at any rate
Hanpbury .

/sesmed 1O thin< so, and T was able %o use the Cooke refractor to make

contributiins to the lunar and pianetary sections of the DBAA,



Hanbury died ih varly 1939, and the Observatory was dismantled;
. the Cooke refractor was soid for 240 — a sum which was, to my great
regret, cut of uy range, franksd sbserving books were handed over
to me; at the reques* of his reiations, 7 correlalFed +hem and then
handed them over to the 3A4.
Trees cow grow gver the site of Srocshurst Ubservatory, but it
played a rgia, aleelit a winor vne, and T at weast will remewber i+

with great affection.,

T . e . ] . ;
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